importance of those in the professional community who give so unselfishly of their time and effort in the role of journal reviewers. I know how important this role is for the Journal of Rural Nursing and Health Care. We are an open source journal, and can be accessed free of charge electronically. We do not charge our authors for publication of the manuscript. Unlike the bigger journals, we do not have a paid staff. Everything done for this journal is done because of the commitment to rural health and populations along with the importance of scholarship. This journal is the official organ of the Rural Nurse Organization (RNO) and we often call upon our colleagues to review manuscripts. Those answering the call are so appreciated, but they are few in number in an organization the size of the RNO. There is a need for more of us to step up and take the challenge to review.
Reviewing can be helpful to the referee by: (a) keeping you abreast of the field, (b) exposing you to more examples of writing which ultimately can help your own scholarship, and (c) this role can be helpful in promotion for both academic ranks and clinical ladders. Much of the benefit gained from those who are reviewers for journals goes to the individuals who submit their manuscripts for consideration. You as a reviewer can help the author(s) see where a passage needs to be strengthened or where flow of the writing can be enhanced. You help them see problems that they may not be able to recognize because they are so close to the piece. You can
